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The  Sanitary  Condition 


OF  THE 

MALTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

DURING  1896. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


Area  of  the  District.— The  area  of  the  District  is  4,130 
acres. 

Population.— For  the  purposes  of  this  Report  an  estimate 
is  required  of  the  number  of  persons  living  in  the  District  at 
Midsummer,  1896.  The  estimate  for  1896  is  4,72°  persons. 
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Decrease  in  Population. — I  have  again  to  refer  to  the 
slowly  decreasing  population  of  the  district,  which  may  for  the 
most  part  be  referred  to  the  altered  conditions  of  the  industry 
of  agriculture.  Of  late  years  larger  farms  and  machine  labour 
have  replaced  smaller  farms  and  manual  labour.  There  is  a 
smaller  population  with  an  increased  capital.  The  town  itself 
has  suffered  loss  from  both  internal  and  external  causes.  Few, 
if  any,  facilities  were  given  to  build  cottages,  and  families 
perforce  left  the  district,  and  trade  conditions  caused  the  exodus 
of  wood  turners,  canal  boatmen,  biscuit  makers,  and  others. 
At  present  the  chief  employers  of  labour  are  millers  and 
bi  ewers.  Other  employments  are  those  common  to  country 
towns. 

Births  and  Deaths. — The  returns  of  the  local  Registrar 
during  the  year  1896  recorded  125  births  and  83  deaths  in  the 
Malton  Urban  Sanitary  District.  The  natural  increase  in  the 
population  in  1896  was,  therefore,  42.  Of  the  births  71  were 
males  and  54  females  ;  of  the  deaths  49  were  males  and  34 
females. 

The  following  gives  at  a  glance  the  numbers  of  Births  and 
Deaths  registered  during  the  years  1891,  1892,  1893,  *894,  1895, 
and  1896  :  — 


1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Births . 

132 

129 

130 

145 

1 16 

125 

Deaths  . 

105 

68 

T02 

56 

94 

83 

'  ‘  !  frU' 

f 

Birth-rates. — There  were  125  births  registered  during  the 
year  1896,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  26*48  per  thousand.  In  1895 
the  birth-rate  was  24- 29  per  thousand. 

Death-rates. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the 
year  1896  was  83,  giving  a  death-rate  of  17*58  per  thousand. 

The  infantile  mortality  for  the  same  period  being  152  per 
thousand  births  registered.  This  is  nearly  the  average  infant 
mortality  of  London. 

,  ;  *VJ" 

The  Classification  of  Death  Causes —The  causes  of 
death,  as  they  appear  in  the  following,  are  systematically 
arranged  in  classes  and  orders  ;  genera  are  not  distinguished. 
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The  following  epitomises  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred, 


and  compares  the  years  1891, 

1892,  I 

893>  1 

894, 
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The  grouping  together  into  various  ages  in  the  foregoing 
table  is  in  accordance  with  the  Schedule  furnished  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  is  duly  filled  in  and  accompanies 
this  report. 

Further  particulars  as  to  the  deaths  in  the  district  for  1896, 
that  is  to  say,  the  number  registered  in  each  quarter  of  the  year, 
and  the  number  referred  to  each  Ward,  as  also  those  dying  in 
the  Union. 
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St.  Mary’s,  Old  Malton  . . 
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St.  Michael’s,  New  Malton 
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St.  Leonard’s,  New  Malton 
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34 

Inquests — Three  inquests  have  been  held  during  the  year 
— one  for  St.  Michael’s  Ward,  one  for  St.  Leonard’s  Ward,  and 
one  for  St.  Mary’s  Ward. 

Zymotic  Diseases- — The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases 
include  7  by  what  have  been  termed  the  chief  zymotics,  viz.  : — 
Whooping  cough  3,  diphtheria  1,  diarrhoea  3.  No  death  has 
been  recorded  from  smallpox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  typhus,  or 
typhoid  fever. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  for  the  year  1896  is  1-48  per 

thousand.  In  1895  zymotic  disease  caused  17  deaths,  and  the 
death-rate  was  3*57  per  thousand.  In  1894  the  death-rate  was 
1  *04  per  thousand. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  when  it  would  be  distinctly 
helpful  to  have  an  authoritative  classification  of  so-called 
zymotic  diseases,  in  order  that  some  uniformity  be  observed  by 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  estimating  the  zymotic  death-rate. 
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Smallpox- — No  case  has  been  reported  to  me  during  the 
years  1895  and  1896.  This  may  result  from  the  more  efficient 
supervision  of  tramps  by  the  Workhouse  authorities  and  the 
greater  care  exercised  by  common  lodging-house  keepers  of 
the  district.  In  this  connection  I  might  mention  that  it  would 
be  of  great  use  if  the  vaccination  returns  were  available  for  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  whereby  he  would  be  able  to  estimate 
the  proportion  of  inhabitants  protected. 

Scarlatina- — Five  cases  were  notified,  one  of  which  was 
not  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  of  1889.  I 
have  noticed  that  scarlatina  is  usually  introduced  into  this 
district. 

Erysipelas  — Ten  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 
The  conditions  favouring  this  disease  are  strictly  local  and 
preventible. 

Diphtheria- — One  case  was  notified.  In  this  case  anti- 
diphtheritic  scrum  was  injected  with  beneficial  effect,  both 
locally  and  generally.  The  case  subsequently  proved  fatal  from 
syncope. 

Enteric  Fever- — The  prevalance  of  this  disease  and  its 
associate — diarrhoea — has  been  a  matter  of  grave  reproach  to 
this  district  for  something  like  twenty  years.  Fatal  cases  are  to 
be  found  in  the  death  records  for  a  similar  period.  So  far  as  I 
am  able  to  ascertain,  it  appears  that  typhoid  fever  recurred 
yearly  from  1873  to  1889,  and  in  the  last-mentioned  year  it  is 
said  there  was  a  remarkable  epidemic  of  diarrhoea.  Personally, 

I  have  no  recollection  of  such  a  remarkable  epidemic,  and  I 
would  point  out  that  such  diarrhoea  need  not  necessarily  have 
been  the  associate  of  typhoid,  but  due  to  causes  essentially 
distinct  from  those  producing  typhoidal  diarrhoea.  It  may, 
however,  be  taken  as  certain  that  the  conditions  of  water  supply 
existing  during  the  above  mentioned  period  were  such  as  to  not  . 
only  endanger  life,  but  to  be  productive  of  death.  The  Malton 
Uurban  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  above  period  included  what  is 
now  called  the  Norton  Urban  District,  and  considering  the 
drainage  and  water  supplies  to  each  district  at  that  time  it  is 
not  at  all  remarkable  that  typhoid  fever  and  diarrhoea  were 
yearly  visitants.  Shallow  wells  were  sunk  in  plenty  over  the 
district,  deep  wells  were  fewer  in  number,  cesspools  were 
abundant,  and  often  in  close  proximity  to  wells  used  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes.  The  belief  in  “  pump  water  ” 
from  certain  wells  amounted  almost  to  veneration.  In  1890  the 
local  authority  considered  the  advisability  of  procuring  a  more 
reliable  water  supply,  but  no  further  steps  were  taken  of  a 
definite  character  until  1893,  when  the  Surveyor  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  were  instructed  to  draw  up  a  special  report 
upon  the  water  supply  to  the  district.  Such  report  was  duly 
presented  to  the  Water  Supply  Committee  on  December  21st, 
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1 893.  It  will  be  seen  from  such  report  that  the  Surveyor  and 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  had  commenced  their  observations  in 
December,  1891,  and  I  now  wish  to  place  on  record  the  fact 
that  from  that  date  to  the  present,  December,  1896,  there  has 
not  been  a  single  death  from  typhoid  fever  in  your  district,  while 
in  the  present  year  it  may  be  mentioned  that  only  two  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  have  been  notified  ;  of  these  one  was  introduced  and 
the  other  doubtful.  Since  my  appointment  in  December,  1891, 
I  have  directed  careful  attention  to  the  water  supply  in  con¬ 
nection*  with  the  incidence  of  typhoid  fever  and  diarrhoea,  and 
in  no  case  have  I  been  able  to  associate  the  cause  of  disease 
notified  as  co-existent  with  the  conditions  of  water  supply  For 
further  information  upon  this  subject  I  may  refer  you  to  each  of 
my  previous  reports. 

Measles. — An  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  at  one  of  the 
private  schools  in  the  town  during  the  early  part  of  October,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  close  the  school  for  a  period  of  three 
weeks,  during  which  time  steps  were  taken  to  dense  and  disin¬ 
fect  the  premises,  due  care  was  exercised  in  receiving  the 
returning  scholars,  and  no  further  case  appeared.  The  origin  of 
the  outbreak  was  from  without  the  district,  and  clearly  traceable 
to  country  scholars  being  sent  to  school  before  they  were  free 
from  infection.  I  took  the  opportunity  of  recommending  to 
the  Council  the  addition  of  measles  to  the  list  of  notifiable 
diseases,;  and  in  a  subsequent  report  stated  my  opinion  that  it 
would  be  more  economical  and  equally  useful  if  only  first  cases 
in  a  given  household  were  notified,  The  Council  expressed 
its  willingness  to  adopt  such  measure,  but  the  Local  Government 
Board  could  only  sanction  the  notificotion  of  all  cases,  and  that 
for  a  period  of  not  less  than  five  years.  The  local  authority  has 
taken  no  further  steps,  and  the  matter  remains  in  abeyance. 

The  cases  notified  during  the  year  appear  in  the  subjoined 
tabular  return,  and  also  in  the  schedule  which  accompanies  this 
report,  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  :  — 
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Meteorological  Eesults- — The  meteorology  for  the  year 

1896,  as  in  previous  years,  has  been  furnished  by  Mr  E.  K. 
Spiegelhalter,  F.R.Met.S.,  from  daily  observations  taKen  by  him 
at  Malton  ( vide  Appendix). 

Water  Supply. — For  the  past  five  years  steady  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  direction  of  obtaining  a  water  supply  that 
should  be  constant,  copious,  and  wholesome,  and  at  last,  you 
have  obtained  a  supply  that  is  second  to  none  in  point  of  ful¬ 
filling  the  requirements  of  this  district.  The  source  of  your 
present  supply  has  existed  from  time  immemorial,  it  was  known 
to  Celt  and  Roman,  who  camped  near  and  no  doubt  found 
it  an  excellent  water.  It  was,  however,  left  to  a  more  modern 
people,  first  to  pollute  it  and  afterwards  to  condemn  it,  alike 
without  reason  or  evidence  of  a  reliable  nature.  There  is  no 
need  for  repeating  my  previous  reports  upon  the  subject  except 
only  to  reiterate  that  I  never  entertained  the  slightest  doubts 
as  to  the  purity  of  the  source  or  the  possibility  of  it  being 
perfectly  protected  from  contamination. 

Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  at  Malton-— On 

May  1  st,  at  the  Town  Hall,  Malton,  Colonel  C.  H.  Luard,  R.E., 
held  an  inquiry  into  the  application  of  the  Malton  Urban  District 
Council  for  sanction  to  borrow  money  for  works  of  water  supply. 
Mr  G.  S.  Cattle  (clerk)  represented  the  Council  ;  Mr  Hugh  W. 
Pearson  attended  on  behalf  of  the  residents  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  district  to  advocate  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  scheme  in 
its  entirety  ;  and  Mr  A.  E.  B.  Soulby  appeared  on  behalf  of  a 
meeting  of  ratepayers  to  oppose  the  application  for  a  loan  for 
the  purpose  of  a  water  tower.  There  were  also  present  Messrs 
A.  J.  Taylor,  W.  Davison,  C.  J.  Russell,  M.  B.  Slater,  H.  Tobey, 
W.  Hall,  R.  W.  Hatfield,  Thos.  Botterill,  T.  T.  Smith,  W. 
Plowman,  J.  Pallister,  and  G.  Oliver,  members  of  the  Council  ; 
Mr  Markham,  agent  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam  ;  Dr  H.  Mainwaring- 
Holt,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ;  Mr  R.  Richardson,  Surveyor 
to  the  Council  ;  Mr  H.  Hurtley,  late  chairman  of  the  Board  ; 
and  others. 

Mr  Cattle,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  gave  a  lengthy 
history  of  the  water  supply  from  its  commencement.  The 
present  works,  he  said,  were  constructed  in  1866  or  1867  at  a 
cost  of  ^4,400,  and  extensions  were  made  between  1866  and 
1878  at  an  additional  cost  of  ,£2,600.  This  scheme  was  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  New  Malton,  Old  Malton,  and  Norton  with 
a  population  of  8,168,  and  now  only  supplied  New  Malton  and 
Old  Malton  with  a  population  of  4,910.  The  engine  and  plant 
were  considered  fairly  satisfactory  until  1886,  when  a  complaint 
relative  to  the  inadequate  supply  of  the  high  portion  of  the  town 
was  received  from  Capt.  Copperth waite,  to  remedy  which  a  stand 
pipe  was  erected  and  completed  on  the  26th  of  July,  1886,  since 
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when  it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  Board  to  pump  over  this 
stand  pipe  from  seven  to  eight  each  morning,  and  latterly  for 
two  hours  each  lfiorning,  in  order  to  fill  the  tanks  in  the  top 
stories  of  the  houses.  As  to  the  efficiency  of  the  means  adopted 
evidence  would  be  submitted.  The  next  question  was  the 
pollution  of  the  well  by  river  water,  which  in  times  of  flood 
parcolated  into  the  well  and  discoloured  the  water.  In  1887  the 
Water  Committee  called  in  the  services  of  Messrs  Jas.  Fairbank 
and  Hon,  and  after  consideration  of  their  report  the  committee 
decided  that  in  order  to  remedy  the  evil  it  would  be  necessary 
to  provide  additional  means  of  storage,  and  also  improved 
pumping  machinery,  the  then  present  system  being  of  an  old 
type,  unsuitable  and  most  expensive  in  fuel  and  repairs.  In 
December,  1890,  the  committee  recommended  that  steps  be 
taken  with  a  view  to  providing  storage  and  a  pumping  engine, 
but  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr  Buxton,  the  surveyor,  the  matter 
was  allowed  to  slide.  In  May,  1893,  Malton  was  visited  by  Dr 
Bruce  Low,  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  response,  to  a 
memorial  from  several  water  consumers,  complaining  of  the 
pollution  and  the  discolouration  of  the  water. 

Mr  Cattle,  continuing,  said  that  the  Local  Board,  being  desir¬ 
ous  of  preventing  such  contamination  ot  the  spring,  instructed  Dr 
H.  Mainwaring-Holt  and  Mr  Richardson  to  investigate  and  report 
on  the  matter,  with  the  result  that  the  banks  of  the  pools 
surrounding  the  spring  were  heightened,  and  the  evil  effectually 
remedied,  which  was  verified  by  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
in  1 894,  which  stated  “  that  no  complaint  had  reached  him  either 
with  regard  to  the  quality  or  quantity  of  the  water,  and  so  far  as 
he  could  judge  the  work  had  been  done  admirably,  and  would 
prove  efficient  in  preventing  discolouration  of  the  water  supply 
in  times  of  flood.”  Turning  to  the  direct  object  of  the  inquiry, 

Mr  Cattle  said  that  the  Council  had  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs  Jas.  Simpson  and  Co.,  London,  for  a  new  Worthington 
steam  pumping  engine  and  boiler,  at  a  cost  of  ^920,  and  the 
Clerk  was  instructed  to  apply  for  sanction  to  borrow  that 
amount.  Mr  Pearson  wrote  objecting  to  the  Council  having 
permission  to  borrow  money  except  for  purpose  of  carrying  out 
a  complete  scheme,  and  otherwise  most  strongly  condemned  the 
existing  supply,  and  the  Council  replied  that  they  were  prepared 
to  favourably  consider  the  question  of  providing  an  additional 
reservoir  at  a  higher  level.  On  the  27th  December,  1895,  it  was 
decided  to  erect  a  tower  reservoir  30ft.  from  the  surface  and 
13ft.  deep,  capable  of  holding  50,000  gallons,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  ^962,  and  also  to  lay  a  5m.  sub-main  to  the  cannon  at 
the  top  of  Yorkersgate,  at  an  additional  cost  of  ^176  5  s., 
making  a  total  cost  of  ,£2,058  5s.  The  Council  estimated  that 
a  saving  of  between  £200  and  £250  per  year  would  be  effected 
by  the  new  engine,  and  solicited  the  sanction  of  the  Local  „ 


Government  Board  to  the  loan  of  ^920  for  the  purchase  of 
engine  and  boiler,  and  also  formally  applied  for  sanction  to 
borrow  ^1,138  5s.  for  the  erection  of  a  tower  reservoir.  At  the 
same  time  he  (the  clerk)  was  instructed  not  to  press  for  the  latter 
sanction,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Council  had  no 
intention  of  putting  the  ratepayers  to  that  additional  expense 
had  it  not  been  for  the  extreme  pressure  brought  to  bear  by  Mr 
Pearson,  and  also  considering  that  they  received  no  complaint 
from  any  other  resident  on  the  higher  level  since  the  erection  of 
the  stand  pipe.  Further,  the  number  of  houses  was  only  15  ; 
the  estimated  population,  75  ;  the  ratable  value,  ^272  5s.  ;  and 
the  revenue,  ^18  18s.  +d.  Also,  it  did  not  appear  to  be 
imperative  to  supply  water  to  the  highest  storey  of  any  dwelling- 
house,  especially  if  such  were  erected  subsequently  to  the 
construction  of  waterworks. 

Mr  A.  J.  Taylor,  chairman  of  Council,  said  he  lived  in  the 
high  part  of  the  town  and  he  had  no  complaint  to  make,  neither 
had  the  occupiers  adjoining. 

Mr  Cattle,  after  allusion  to  the  fact  that  the  Council  had 
refused  to  entertain  the  Pickering  and  Kirbymoorside  joint 
scheme,  concluded  by  submitting  the  following  statistics  relative 
to  the  Malton  township  : — Population,  4,910  ;  area,  4,130  acres  ; 
ratable  value,  ^  1 8,341  ;  assessable  value,  ;£i  3,055  ;  existing 
debt  for  all  purposes,  March,  1896,  ^1,777  14s.  ;  debt  on  water 
supply,  nil. 

Mr  Pearson,  solicitor,  Malton,  submitted  a  memorial,  signed 
by  property  owners  and  ratepayers  affected  by  the  lack  of  supply, 
praying  that  the  scheme  might  be  carried  out  in  its  entirety. 

Mr  A.  E.  B.  Soulby,  solicitor,  Malton,  stated  the  result  of 
the  voting  of  the  ratepayers’  meeting,  the  majority  voting  against 
the  whole  scheme.  Continuing,  he  said  his  instructions  were 
to  support  that  portion  of  the  scheme  relating  to  the  purchase 
of  a  new  engine,  which  it  was  estimated  would  save  £200  per 
year,  and  the  ratepayers  thought  that  sum  ought  to  be  a  real 
saving^  and  not  spent  under  another  head.  Mr  Soulby  contended 
there  was  no  necessity  for  the  scheme,  because  to  The  Uplands, 
the  highest  house  in  the  district,  there  was  a  fall  of  8ft.  or  9ft. 
from  the  top  of  the  reservoir,  and  the  pressure  of  some  160,000 
gallons.  Further,  they  assumed  that  with  the  new  engine  the 
reservoir  would  be  kept  full.  He  suggested  that  if  the  tower 
was  erected  the  applicants  should  pay  a  higher  rent  for  the 
water,  and  as  Malton  was  a  leasehold  town  it  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  noble  owner  to  contribute  something  to  the 
cost.  It  seemed  to  his  clients  that  the  application  for  a  tower 
was  premature,  as  extensive  works  were  about  to  be  undertaken 
which  would  meet  the  needs  of  the  neighbourhood,  therefore 
the  building  of  a  tower  would  be  a  sheer  waste  of  money. 
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Mr  Markham,  agent  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  said  that  the 
Council  should  consider  not  only  the  present  houses,  but  also 
the  probability  of  other  houses  being  built  on  the  higher 
situation.  There  were  facilities  given  for  leasing  property,  and 
if  more  houses  were  built  and  more  ground  taken  up  it  would 
bring  a  greater  number  of  people  to  the  town.  He  thought  the 
Council,  whether  expending  the  smaller  sum  or  the  larger, 
should  bear  that  in  mind,  and  think  if  it  would  not  be  cheaper 
to  do  the  work  in  one  scheme  instead  of  at  twice. 

Mr  Hall,  chairman  of  Water  Supply  Committee,  said  that 
the  estimate  for  the  water  last  year  was  ,6450,  and  the  actual 
expenditure  ^540.  The  estimate  with  the  new  engine  was  £ 260 
per  year,  which,  deducted  from  ^540,  would  leave  a  greater 
saving  than  anticipated. 

This  closed  the  inquiry,  and  Col.  Luard,  in  company  with 
the  local  officials,  visited  the  places  affected  by  the  scheme. 

Plans  showing  section  of  dam,  thickness  of  puddle,  height 
of  flood  level,  and  other  items  were  subsequently  transmitted  to 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

On  Monday,  July  27th,  1896,  the  Clerk  laid  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Water  Supply  Committee  a  letter  from  the  Local 
Government  Board,  bearing  date  the  1 8th  inst.,  transmitting 
therewith  its  formal  sanction  to  the  borrowing  by  this  Council 
of  the  sums  of  ^920  and  ^'176  for  purposes  of  water  supply, 
and  stating  that  it  understood  that  the  District  Council  did  not 
wish  to  proceed  with  the  application  for  sanction  to  borrow 
money  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  water  tower. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  state  that  the  new  engine  and 
boiler  by  Messrs  Jas.  Simpson  &  Co.,  above  referred  to,  are 
now  upon  the  site  and  in  course  of  erection.  I  have  to  con¬ 
gratulate  the  Council  upon  the  result  of  its  labours  in  the 
direction  of  providing  the  district  with  an  excellent  water  supply 
at  a  minimum  of  cost. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes -  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  held  on  February  24th,  I  drew  attention  to 
the  number  of  cottages  unoccupied  and  out  of  repair,  and 
suggested  that  the  Surveyor  should  prepare  a  list  of  such,  as 
also  of  sites  where  cottages  had  stood  within  the  past  twenty- 
five' years,  together  with  a  schedule  of  obstructive  buildings. 
The  subject  having  been  discussed,  the  committee  unanimously 
recommended  that  such  schedules  be  prepared.  The  Surveyor 
submitted  the  schedule  at  a  meeting  off  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
held  on  March  23rd,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  a  special 
sub-committee.  ■  —  v  ;  : 

•  ■'  ;  '  • ' 1 '  1  - ’  a  j  t 

The  information  now  placed  before  the  Council  clearly 
showed  that  no  adequate  provision  had  been  made  to  meet  the 


wants  of  the  district  for  some  years  by  .he  building  of  cottage 
property.  : 

In  my  monthly  report  for  May  I  gave  a  resume  of  my 
previous  report  for  the  past  four  years,  and  pointed  out  in  some 
detail  the  requirements  of  an  ordinary  labourer’s  cottage,  letting 
at  a  rental  of  from  £~j  to  £10  per  annum.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  before  mentioned  sub-committee. 

In  June  public  opinion  was  rudely  awakened  by  a  prosecu¬ 
tion  for  parental  neglect.  The  evidence  disclosed  a  most 
disgraceful  state  of  overcrowding.  The  Bench  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  attention  of  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  having 
been  called  to  the  case,  steps  would  in  future  be  taken  to  make 
such  a  state  of  things  impossible.  It  is  only  fair  to  state  that 
the  Bench  had  no  previous  knowledge  of  the  overcrowding  in  the 
district,  nor  was  it  aware  of  what  had  been  done  either  by  the 
sanitary  officers  or  by  the  Council. 

The  sub-committee  met  on  June  11th,  and  considered  a 
lengthy  communication  from  the  Estate  Office  relating  to  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  cottage  sites  would  be  leased. 
A  block  plan  was  submitted,  and  the  whole  question  carefully 
considered.  At  the  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee  it  was  proposed  that  the  Council  accept  the  terms  and 
build  cottages  in  batches  of  six.  An  amendment  was  thereupon 
proposed  to  the  effect  that  the  Council  do  build  as  proposed, 
providing  private  enterprise  fails  at  the  expiration  of  six  months 
from  this  date  (July  27th).  The  amendment  was  carried  by  a 
large  majority.  In  this  connection  I  should  mention  that  the 
difficulty  of  the  authority  was  met  in  the  most  generous  way  by 
the  noble  owner  of  the  estate,  through  his  agent,  Mr  Markham. 
Private  enterprise,  however,  took  up  the  scheme,  and  thirty-six 
cottages  will  be  built  in  due  course.  Six  are  now  building, 
and  accommodation  is  provided  as  follows  : — Parlour  and 
kitchen  each  12ft.  square,  with  scullery  and  pantry  in  the  rear. 
Two  bedrooms  over  parlour  and  kitchen,  and  an  attic  on  top 
floor.  The  attic  arrangement  is  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  as  much  accommodation  and  air  space  in  an  economical 
manner  as  possible,  and  contains  about  1,510  cubic  feet  of  air 
space,  whereas  if  a  small  bedroom  had  been  provided  over  the 
scullery  in  the  usual  way  only  about  half  this  quantity  of  air 
space  would  have  been  provided,  and  only  one  bed  could  have 
been  contained  therein  In  the  arrangement  adopted  two  full* 
sized  beds  can  be  fixed  in  the  attic,  and  one  in  each  of  the  bed¬ 
rooms,  thus  providing  for  separating  the  sexes  as  much  as 
possible.  The  bedrooms  are  each  provided  with  a  fireplace,  and 
an  ample  portion  of  each  window  is  made  to  open  for  ventilation. 
Whether  this  class  of  house  will  directly7  relieve  the  overcrowding 
in  the  district  is  open  to  question,  since  experience  shows  that 


overcrowding  mostly  occurs  in  the  families  of  the  poorer  labourer 
who  is  not  able  to  pay  a  £10  or  £12  annual  rental. 

There  is  still  room  for  a  cheaper  house,  and  this  might 
possibly  be  obtained  by  having  only  living  room  and  scullery 
downstairs,  with  three  bedrooms  above.  How  to  produce  a  house 
which  shall  at  the  same  time  meet  the  wants  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  and  the  poor  labourer  is  a  problem  in  this  district 
where  the  class  of  tenant  can  only  afford  to  pay  from  £5  to  £7 
per  annum  for  his  home.  I  am  glad  to  report  progress,  however, 
in  the  matter  of  providing  better  houses  for  working  people. 

Baths. — The  question  of  providing  Public  Swimming 
Baths  has  been  before  the  Council  for  some  time,  but,  as  yet, 
nothing  definite  has  come  of  the  proposal 

Dairies,  Cow  Sheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order,  1885.— 

This  subject  has  received  special  attention  during  the  year,  the 
various  premises  have  been  visited,  samples  of  milk  have 
been  submitted  for  analysis,  and  the  result  of  such  analysis  was 
in  every  way  satisfactory. 

Slaughter  House. — It  is  important  that  a  health  authority 
should  exercise  constant  supervision  over  the  meat  supply  to  its 
district,  and  it  should  be  incumbent  upon  the  caretakers  of 
slaughter  houses  to  report  to  the  sanitary  officers  in  the  case  of 
any  animal  or  animals  suspected  or  suffering  from  disease ;  but 
unless  the  Slaughter  House  be  entirely  under  the  direction  of 
the  Sanitary  Authority  the  system  is  open  to  grave  abuse. 

Ordinary  Sanitary  Operations  —The  ordinary  sanitary 
operations  have  received  careful  attention  during  the  year. 
House  to  house  inspections  of  cottage  property  have  been  made, 
gulleys,  passage  drains,  &c.,  have  been  scoured  and  kept  in 
order,  and  the  systematic  removal  of  ashpit  refuse,  at  stated 
intervals,  has  been  carefully  superintended. 

Nuisance  Abatement-— The  schedule  of  nuisances 
investigated  and  dealt  with  during  1896,  as  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Isolation  Hospital-— The  question  relating  to  the 
provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  remains  in  abeyance,  but  I 
would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  desirability  of  providing 
some  form  of  disinfecting  apparatus.  At  present  no  means 
exist  whereby  articles  of  clothing,  bedding,  &e.,  may  be  properly 
disinfected  ;  the  want  of  such  provision  is  much  felt  in  your 
district. 

The  question  of  providing  a  Public  Playground  is  still 
in  abeyance. 

(Signed) 

HENRY  MAINWARING-HOLT, 

January,  1897.  MEDlUAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


SCHEDULE  OF  NUISANCES 

From  Inspector’s  Journal  for  year  ending  Dec.  31ST,  1896 


DETAILS  OF  NUISANCES  REPORTED. 


Description  of  Nuisance. 

Number 

Reported 

No.  abated. 

Number 

Promised 

Attention 

No.  in 
Abeyance. 

Asphalting  (defective) . . . 

8 

2 

6 

Ashpits  (open  or  defective) . 

3 

I 

2 

Buildings  (dangerous) . 

10 

6 

I 

3 

Cesspools  (insanitary)  . . 

1 

1 

Drainage  (defective) . 

S 

1 

2 

2 

Gullies  (defective) . . . 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  . 

23 

j 

2 

20 

Privies  (defective) . 

3 

2 

1 

Spouting  (necessary  or  defective)  . 

I27 

4 

I23 

Unclassified  (decayed  skins)  . 

2 

2 

Dairies  (defective) . . . 

1 

1 

Buildings  (insanitary)  . 

6 

3 

3 

Water  Closets  (defective) . 

1 

1 

Totals . 

191 

25 

5 

161 

ROBT.  RICHARDSON. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  COTTAGE  PROPERTY 


METEOROLOGICAL  RECORD,  1896. 


RAINFALL. 


Total  Depth. 
Inches. 


January  . .  0*55 

February  .  o-6i 

March .  2-52 

April .  °‘9  7 

May  .  °‘8o 

June  .  278 

July  . .  - .  2*20 

August  .  2*06 

September .  3'2^ 

October .  2-54 

November .  i*8o 

December .  2*56 


22  65 
BAROMETRIC 


No.  of  Days 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours,  on  which  -oi 
Depth  Date.  or  more  fell. 


0-23 

14 

12 

0  16 

21 

8 

0-25 

2 

24 

0-20 

10 

13 

0-36 

21 

7 

0*40 

16 

#  , 

21 

1-18 

9 

13 

0-30 

18 

18 

0-65 

25 

28 

0-50 

7 

28 

0-50 

6 

9 

o-57 

4 

19 

200 

PRESSURE. 


January  9th  . . . . 

Absolute 
Max.  in. 
30-90 

Absolute 
Min.  in. 

. .  29-20 

Date. 

..  14 

Mean. 

30*13 

Total 
Range 
..  1-70 

February  7  th  . . 

30-50 

..  29-20 

. .  20 

30-04 

1*30 

March  10th  . . . . 

30* 

..  28-45 

. .  16 

29-47 

••  i-35 

April  20th  . . . . 

3o,25 

29-25 

..  29 

. .  29-86 

. .  1  * 

May  5  th  . 

30'45 

29-80 

..  19 

..  3015 

•65 

June  24th . 

30-30 

29-70 

..  29 

..  29-99 

•60 

July  28th  . 

30-3° 

..  29-10 

..  23 

30-03 

1-20 

August  13th.... 

30-33 

. .  29-76 

..  24 

..  30’01 

•63 

September  30th 

30-45 

. .  28-97 

••  25 

..  29-76 

I-48 

October  1st  . . . . 

30-35 

..  29-20 

20 

. .  29-67 

..  1-15 

November  24th 

30-70 

. .  29*20 

16 

3°-°5 

i-5° 

December  1st  . . 

30  20 

29-05 

7 

••  29-43 

..  1-15 

30-39  ..  28-90 

Absolute  Max  Barometric  Reading,  30-90  on  Jai 

29-88  ..  1-142 

a.  1 2th.  Absolute  Min., 

28-45  on  March  10th.  Mean  Monthly  Max.,  30- I3„in  January.  Mean  Monthly 
Min.,  29-43  in  December. 


TEMPERATURES. 


No. 

Mean  Max:  Mean  nights 


Absl  Max.  Absl  Min. 

Mean 

Mean 

and 

Mean 

Daily 

Total 

Dew 

Rel.  32  & 

Date 

Deg.  Date  Deg 

Max. 

Min. 

Min. 

Air. 

Rge. 

Rge. 

Point 

Hty 

blw 

Jan.. 

2  .. 

53'5  .. 

16  ... 

20- 

...  45  3  . 

31-8  .. 

36-7  .. 

38-9  .. 

13  5 

..  33-6 

..  26  7 

...  63 

...  21 

Feb.. 

20  .. 

58*0  .. 

27  ... 

20-2 

...  49-  .. 

32  8  . 

39.1  . 

40-  .. 

16-2 

..  37-8 

..  35-7 

...  86 

...  11 

Mar . 

24  .. 

65-8  .. 

28  .. 

19- 

...  50-6  .. 

33  8  . 

42-4  .. 

45*4  .. 

16-7 

37*8 

..  33-7 

...  64 

...  8 

AdI 

.  7  ... 

67  5  ... 

3  ... 

30* 

..  56-6  .. 

35  2  .. 

48‘7  .. 

45-5  .. 

21-4 

37*5 

..  37-8 

..  75 

...  6 

May ..  16  ... 

80-  ... 

11  ... 

28- 

...  64  2  . 

36  2  .. 

54-  .. 

52-  .. 

.  28- 

..  52- 

..  42*8 

...  70 

..  5 

June. 

14  .. 

86-2  ... 

2  ... 

37- 

...  71*7  .. 

49  3  .. 

61  6  .. 

61-3  . 

22*4 

..  49  2 

..  50-8 

67 

...  — 

July 

.  17  ... 

83-5 

26  ... 

40- 

..  73-4  . 

5<"5  .. 

61-7  .. 

58-6  .. 

22-9 

..  43-5 

..  49-1 

...  69 

...  — 

Aug.. 

.  7  .. 

75-  ... 

16  .. 

37- 

...  64-6  .. 

45-  .. 

56-  .. 

56*9  .. 

19-6 

38- 

..  49- 

..  74 

...  — 

Sept 

.  3  ... 

72*  ... 

26  ... 

36-5 

...  62-2  .. 

45-5  .. 

54-2  . 

52  7  .. 

.  16-7 

.  36-6 

..  48*3 

...  83 

...  — 

Oct  .. 

.  2  ... 

63-4  ... 

24  ... 

26* 

...  62-3  .. 

35-  .. 

44  7  .. 

43.7  .. 

.  17  3 

.  37-4 

..  38- 

,  80 

...  8 

Nov.. 

5  ... 

52  2  .. 

6  .. 

26-1 

..  46-3  ... 

33-1  .. 

38-2  . 

38-  .. 

13  2 

..  27  1 

..  32- 

..  80 

...  12 

Dec  . 

.  12  .. 

50-  ... 

23  ... 

24-2 

..  43  7  .. 

31  7  .. 

.  37-1  .. 

.  37-  .. 

12' 

.  26*2 

.  28*3 

...  71 

...  20 

67’2 

28-5 

56*6 

48-1 

48* 

47'6 

18-3 

39-1 

73 

91 

Absolute  Max. 

Temperature,  86  2 

on  June  14th. 

Absolute  Min.,  19'  on  March  28th. 

Mean  Monthly  Max.^  73*4  in  July.  Mean  Monthly  Min.^  31*7  in  December. 


